
How-to Guide, Helpful Hints and More



 What exactly is a Baker Social?,
Baker Socials are fun community gatherings 

that are also fundraisers for Baker!

Sometimes known as "buy-in parties," Baker Socials are events of many 
kinds where hosts sponsor an event for Baker families, students or caregivers, 

with all proceeds going to Baker.

Funds raised for Baker support students’ hands-on learning, 
our faculty, and our unique facilities including the pool and playgrounds, and 

they ensure that all students have access to experiential learning 
and field trips at no additional cost to families.



 What kinds of events?,
So many kinds! Here are the big categories. The 
following pages outline a number of options in each, 
but if you have other ideas we are excited to help you 
make them happen! There are ideas for events at all 
hosting price points - from free on up.  

 When?,
Now until June 2027! But 

get your event on the 
calendar NOW so families 
can get tickets and get it 

on calendars ASAP.

● Service Projects
● Games & Fun
● Lessons & Workshops
● Dinners & Tastings
● Sports & Fitness
● Other!

 How can I get, 
,involved?,

1. Volunteer to plan and 
host a Baker Social!

2. Attend Socials that 
others host throughout 
the year!



 Service Projects,

Some ideas to get you thinking…

● Beach cleanup

● @Baker: Roberto has a number of 
ideas for projects to help out at the 
school, including outdoor and indoor 
beautification and more

● Prepare and/or serve a meal with a 
number of local orgs

● Feed My Starving Children meal 
packing (int’l relief)

● Habitat for Humanity

● Make craft kits for kids at local 
hospitals

● Build a Little Free Library

● Caroling & cards at a retirement 
community

Double your event’s impact by raising 
funds for the school and helping out 

another organization! 

Optional idea: “Serve & Serve” concept, 
where service time is followed by a meal 
together provided by the event host/s.



 Games & Fun,

Some ideas to get you thinking…

● Poker night
● Beer, Bags & BBQ 
● Bingo party
● Parents’ Game Night
● Massive tag game at a park
● Kickball, softball, golf (mini or 

otherwise)
● Organize a group outing to a free or 

inexpensive event (sporting or 
otherwise)

● Dungeons & Dragons party - kid or 
adult (or both!)

● Urban scavenger hunt
● Bowling, escape rooms (renting 

spaces)
● Kids’ video game tournament

Get kids, adults or families together for fun 
times and maybe a bit of friendly 

competition - or to watch others’ friendly 
competitions! 

We can help source materials (extra bags 
sets, etc) and/or help find a venue if 

needed.



 Lessons &,  
 Workshops,

Some ideas to get you thinking…

● Cooking class: share how to make 
something from your family or culture; 
teach a favorite recipe or how to make 
pasta, pupusas, dumplings, candy, 
jam, tamales, etc!

● Craft project workshop: knit, sew, 
bead, paint, calligraphy, etc

● Cake or cookie decorating party

● Gardening tools & techniques

● Canning, pickling, beer brewing, bread 
baking, etc

● Bartending & great cocktails

● Bike maintenance

● Learn to play chess, bridge, mahjong, 
padel, etc

Do you have an expertise you can share? 
The possibilities are endless when you 
start with “learn to…” as a framework. 

Skills, recipes, crafts and so much more 
can be shared as a fun group experience!



 Dinners & Tastings,

Some ideas to get you thinking…

● Pizza party with a backyard movie

● Whiskey/spirit tastings

● Progressive dinner parties among 
families who are neighbors

● Chili cook-off

● Tea parties

● Wine, champagne or beer tasting

● Dinner at the beach

● Brunch party

● Chocolate or cheese tasting

● Themed dinner: cultural, holiday, 
ingredient or other focus

The word COMPANION comes from the Latin word compāniō, 
which literally means "one with whom you share bread"

What’s better than getting to know your 
fellow Baker families over food (or drink, if 

desired)? Dinners and tasting parties can be 
geared towards adults or include the whole 
family for a fun culinary experience, and can 

be paired with other activities 
too - be creative!



 Sports & Fitness,
Feel good after moving your body AND 

raising money for Baker, at the same time! 

Get a group together for some physical 
activity (could be some overlap here with 

the Games section if you’re feeling 
competitive, or Lessons if you’re feeling 
your expertise) and make new friends 

while sweating it out.

Some ideas to get you thinking…

● Host a bootcamp, yoga class or a 
Saturday morning run or bike 

● Golf outing or clinic

● Tennis or pickleball tournament

● Adults & kids basketball tourney, 
kickball, soccer, baseball or softball 
game

● Group hike

● Knock-out Basketball & Kicks in the 
Baker Gym



 Other!,

● Volunteering at the Evanston 
Animal Shelter

● Margaritas with Moms
● Super Bowl or Kentucky Derby 

party
● Bird-watching outing
● Karaoke night
● Lighthouse Beach Shores & 

S’mores
● Bags & Beers for Baker
● Sound Bath Healing Experience
● Tour of an interesting place where 

you have unique access, like the 
Field Museum

● Euchre tournament
● Mimosas & Mahjong

There are so many fun ideas out there just 
waiting to be discovered as Baker Socials! 

Here are some past events from Baker or 
other schools to get you thinking outside 

the boxes above:



 What’s the process?,
If you have an idea, host/s and maybe even a timeframe, either

1) Head to https://bakerdemschool.org/baker-socials/ and fill out the Host form, or 

2) Email socials@bakerdemschool.org and share your event ideas or details. If there are 
bits you aren’t sure about yet, that is totally fine - and if you need help, just say so and 
we will collaborate to make it happen!

Once your event is finalized, we will post your event and registration can begin. 👏👏👏  
Events will be promoted via weekly Bulletins, hall signs, classroom parent communications and 
such; we also request that hosts promote their events as well to help drive awareness & 
attendance!

https://bakerdemschool.org/baker-socials/
mailto:socials@bakerdemschool.org


 Guidelines & Helpful Hints,
❖ Remember, the cost of the event is covered by the hosts, with all ticket revenues going to the 

school. Save your receipts and work with your tax advisor as costs may be tax-deductible.

❖ We will work with hosts to ensure that we have a mix of events that work for Baker families, 
considering ages of participants, timing with work schedules, costs to attend and other limiting 
factors.

❖ Not all events need to be in a host’s home or backyard! There are many outdoor venues, and 
Baker itself is often available.

❖ Events should be as inclusive as possible. Try to avoid having a party that’s just your pals - you 
can always do that and kick some $ to the school, we won’t complain! But if you are hosting, 
please try to avoid your event having a small clique vibe.

❖ Success is a group effort - please help share and promote events to drive attendance!



 FAQs,
I want to host! How do I price my event??  
Most events, we imagine, will be priced in the $20-40 range. However, you may consider family pricing (one 
price for a whole family), less-expensive parties when focused on kids, or more-expensive pricing (up to 
$75-100) for high-value, high-expense experiences. We can work together to figure it out!

Are we considering that not all families can afford events like these?
YES. While Baker Socials are fundraisers, we want to ensure that families have access to the 
community-building aspects of them as well. Each Baker family will receive a voucher code to use if desired for 
an event registration. The choice to use a voucher is completely anonymous to the hosts, who see registration 
numbers and names only. 

What if no one registers for my event?  
It happens, but less with good promotion! During the setup process, we will ask for your required minimum 
attendance and a date by which you will need to know if the event is going forward. If those are not met we will 
refund any attendees and cancel the event, hand in hand with the host.



 Ready to roll?,
To register for Baker Socials or sign up to be a host, navigate over to 

https://bakerdemschool.org/baker-socials/ 
There is a Google Form linked there that will ask questions including:

More questions? Reach out to socials@bakerdemschool.org - we are happy to help.

Thank you from the 2026-27 Baker Socials Team!!
Kirsten Everspaugh (Finn ‘26) Christina Morrone (Owen ‘35)
keverspaugh@bakerdemschool.org christina.morrone@gmail.com

❏ Event description, in a nutshell
❏ Attendee type (kids, adults, families? Age/grade?)
❏ How many people can you accommodate?
❏ What is the minimum number to make it happen?

❏ Do you have a date/time, range or season in mind?
❏ Location?
❏ What do you think the event price might be?

https://bakerdemschool.org/baker-socials/

